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FREEDOM VERSUS BOUNDARIES: STRIKING 
THE RIGHT BALANCE 	

Dear Entrepreneurs 

Freedom is a valuable asset. It fosters an environ-

ment for innovation, entrepreneurship, and creativi-

ty – everything that makes our region economically 

strong and socially vibrant. Our buisinesses benefit 

from open markets, our society from liberal frame-

work conditions. However, freedom is not a guarantee 

for success. It requires responsibility from all of us, as 

well as appreciation for others.

When freedom is placed above all else, it can lead to 

disorientation, selfishness, or even ruthlessness. As 

the philosopher Immanuel Kant aptly stated: “The 

freedom of one ends where the freedom of another 

begins.” Boundaries – whether defined by legal re-

quirements, social norms, or personal values – are not 

a contradiction to freedom, but a necessary counter-

balance. They foster trust and reliability – two factors 

that are especially vital in the business world.  

The results of our poll at the autumn 2025 event 

clearly show that mobility, infrastructure, and living 

space are the key challenges for the future of our  

region. This is exactly where it will be decided how 

well we succeed in shaping the balance between 

freedom and boundaries responsibly. 

 

This issue features insightful articles exploring this 

complex tension. Representatives from the municipa-

lities and experts share how they make use of free-

dom within their sphere of influence – and where 

they draw the line. 

I wish you a stimulating read and would like to thank 

everyone who contributes every day to ensuring that 

our region remains a strong, liveable, and future-ready 

economic area. 

Sincerely 

Georges Helfenstein 

President of the Association’s board of the economic 

region of ZUGWEST 

F. l. t. r.: Georges Helfenstein, President 
Renate Huwyler, Vice-President, responsible for the Regional Commission
Peter Hausherr, Board Member, Finance
Pascal Meyer, Board Member, Representative Economic Commission
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ZUGWEST: You say that we need to “rethink space”. 

What do you mean by that?

Markus Schaefer: It is about fundamentally questio-

ning the idea of urban and regional development. 

We need to move away from the notion of agglome-

ration as unchecked sprawl and instead create places 

of real quality – spaces that foster identity and where 

people truly want to live, work, and spend time. We 

need to be open to new concepts. This is how we 

create places that both function and inspire. 

What might this look like in practice?   

By not only densifying spaces, but by mixing them in 

a meaningful way. Living, working, education and 

leisure should move closer together. Social aspects 

play a central role – density alone does not build 

community. We need places to meet and concepts for 

communal living and working. Good planning also 

always asks: What fosters a true sense of connection?  

And with regard to mobility?   

Proximity reduces traffic, creates identity, promotes 

neighbourhoods. Mobility becomes sustainable when 

it depends not on more movement, but on less need 

to travel. The 15-minute city is more than an urban 

ideal – it is a planning tool that enhances both  

efficiency and quality of life, especially in combina-

tion with multimodal transportation options.   

How can sustainable development succeed in the 

built environment?  

By thinking globally while acting locally. Buildings 

should be convertible, materials reusable, and 

processes recyclable. By using regional resources and 

setting new standards for resource and spatial  

efficiency, we combine ecological and economic 

sustainability. 

How do we design spaces that will still be relevant tomorrow? Architect and urbanist Markus Schaefer  

(Hosoya Schaefer Architects AG) calls for a new understanding of space, time, and responsibility – and for 

seeing boundaries not as a restriction, but as an instrument of conscious development. The future does not 

just happen – it is shaped by the choices we make today. For architect and urban developer Markus Schaefer, 

it is not growth at any price. What counts is quality – in spatial, social, and ecological terms. Sustainability 

calls for new perspectives, cross-border collaboration, and shared values as a guiding compass.

INTERVIEW

 “THE FUTURE IS BUILT  
 WHERE QUALITY COMES  
 BEFORE QUANTITY“  

About: 
Markus Schaefer, architect, 
Co-owner of Hosoya Schaefer Architects 
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What is behind the term “intelligence of the  

periphery“?

Peripheral spaces offer freedom for new ideas – preci-

sely because they are not restricted by over-regulated 

structures. This is where experimental spaces can 

emerge, networks can grow, and collaborations can 

be realised more easily. It is often easier to try out 

new things on the periphery than in the centre. This 

makes the periphery a valuable space for innovation. 

What does a future-oriented political planning 

culture look like? 

It needs attitude and trust – and a readiness to take 

shared responsibility. It is important to have a com-

mon understanding of where you want to develop, 

with clearly defined goals and an open exchange. The 

future is created where cooperation takes priority. 

What does it take for innovation to really emerge? 

Open platforms that enable exchange – spatially, 

digitally, and socially. Innovation does not happen 

in a vacuum, but when different perspectives come 

together. Joint learning processes, pilot projects,  

and interdisciplinary teams are crucial here. 

You talk about “freedom with a shared understan-

ding of boundaries“. How is that to be understood? 

Boundaries are not a contradiction to freedom – on 

the contrary. They create orientation and define 

responsibility. In spatial planning, this means consci-

ously deciding where development takes place – and 

where it doesn‘t. Only when we have clarity about 

our boundaries can we use them meaningfully. This 

gives rise to places with identity. And that is exactly 

what we need for the future. 

“
ONLY WHEN WE HAVE CLARITY 
ABOUT OUR BOUNDARIES CAN WE 
USE THEM MEANINGFULLY.

Markus Schaefer at the ZUGWEST spring 2025 event 
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 LOOKING AHEAD:  
 ZUGWEST 2040+ 

At the 2025 spring event, participants became urban planners in a creative thought experiment to envision 

the region of tomorrow. How will we live, work, and move around in Zugwest in 2040? Group work sessions 

generated future scenarios focusing on mobility, infrastructure, and real estate. 

  “ Mobility: mobile and smart   

Mobility is connected, low-emission, and flexible. 

Covered highways serve as sports areas and energy 

sources, charging vehicles on the move. Transport 

drones operate along defined air routes. Public trans-

port uses small autonomous vehicles with custom 

routes and continuous operation – ideally under-

ground. Light traffic flows on elevated paths. All is 

complemented by digitally connected, on-demand 

services with pay-per-use options. 

  “ Infrastructure: integrated and multidimensional 

Living, working, learning, leisure, and health conver-

ge in connected, intergenerational spaces. Schools be-

come open education hubs; healthcare facilities ena-

ble co-use. Public areas, green spaces, and rooftops 

are flexibly used for sports, culture, and relaxation. 

Sustainable use is reflected in integrated businesses, 

circular energy, and regional biotopes. 

  “ Real estate: flexible and inclusive 

Buildings are compact, modular, and shared – with 

co-working spaces and community gardens. They fit 

into dense, mixed-use areas with energy autonomy 

and defined noise zones. High-rise clusters combine 

tiny-house living, work, and interaction. Under-

ground service hubs are accessible to all. Sustainable 

materials ensure ecological responsibility. There is 

space for everyone – regardless of income or origin. 

The future needs courage 

These visions make one thing clear: shaping the 

future means questioning today’s assumptions – with 

ideas grounded in responsibility, innovation, and a 

sense of community. 
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ZUGWEST: The region is growing – and so are the 

demands on mobility, infrastructure, and real estate.  

Drin Alaj: Zugwest shows that growth and quality of 

life are not contradictory – on the contrary. If develop-

ments are planned with care, foresight, and with 

the involvement of the population, growth can even 

enhance quality of life. For example, by promoting 

non-motorized traffic and creating attractive recrea-

tional areas. 

With limited space, how can we still find good solu-

tions? 

The municipalities in the Zugwest region are topo-

graphically and infrastructurally embedded between 

the lake, railroad, natural, and agricultural areas. This 

requires us to deal wisely with what we have. We 

cannot simply expand outward, so we invest in com-

pact development with high-quality public spaces, 

in coordinated mobility options and in upgrading 

existing structures. 

Is there an example of a particularly sustainable civil 

engineering project? 

A current example is the implementation of the 

sponge city principle on a street in Cham. Rainwater 

is retained and absorbed locally rather than being 

drained away – this relieves the burden on the sewage 

system, improves the microclimate, and strengthens 

climate adaptation. At the same time, we hope to gain 

valuable insights for other projects in the region. 

Is there a project in which borders were overcome 

through cooperation? 

One example for Cham is the project “Designing a 

low-car center AAZ”. The traffic load is high; the space 

is tight – and yet we have found a solution that is 

convincing in terms of both traffic and design. If the 

administration, politicians, landowners, businesses, and 

the public all pull together, even challenging conditions 

can be turned into opportunities. 

What guides you personally in your work? 

Decisions in urban planning have long-term impacts – 

our responsibility is therefore all the greater. I believe 

in transparent processes, dialogue, and the power of 

joint solutions. Not every decision can satisfy every-

one equally, but if we take different perspectives 

seriously, we can arrive at viable, lasting solutions. 

About:  
Drin Alaj is municipal councillor and head of 
traffic and safety in the municipality of Cham 

INTERVIEW

 “GROWTH AND QUALITY OF LIFE:  
 NOT A CONTRADICTION“ 

Construction, mobility, and economic development – in Zugwest, the balance between growth and quality of 

life is constantly being re-evaluated. Many issues cross municipal boundaries, making it all the more important 

to think beyond them. Drin Alaj, municipal councillor and head of traffic and safety in the municipality of Cham, 

oversees projects that have an impact beyond municipal boundaries. 
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The Zugwest region is developing dynamically – with growing demands on mobility, infrastructure, and real 

estate. Peter Hausherr, Mayor of Risch, and Georges Helfenstein, Mayor of Cham, provide insights on how 

the municipalities actively shape development at the roundtable discussion.

INTERVIEW

 SHAPING THE FUTURE –  
 NOT JUST MANAGING THE PRESENT 

ZUGWEST: Where do the municipalities currently 

stand in terms of development?

Peter Hausherr: In the middle of a dynamic de-

velopment process. Investments are being made  

everywhere – in infrastructure, mobility, education, 

living, and working. With projects such as the local 

planning revision, new education and mobility hubs, 

and the development of attractive districts, the 

municipalities of Cham, Hünenberg, and Risch are 

pursuing coordinated, sustainable development.

How will we move around Zugwest in the future?  

Peter Hausherr: One key project is the expansion 

of Rotkreuz station into a mobility hub. This will 

strengthen public transport in the region with an 

impact that extends well beyond municipal boun-

daries. A lot is also happening at the cantonal  

and national levels: the Zimmerberg Base Tunnel II  

will significantly improve rail connections between 

Zurich, Zug, and Lucerne.  

About:
Georges Helfenstein (left), Mayor of Cham, and 
Peter Hausherr (right), Mayor of Risch  
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Georges Helfenstein: The Cham–Hünenberg bypass 

(UCH) will ease traffic pressure on our municipalities 

and open up new development areas from 2027 – a 

clear benefit for quality of life. This will be comple-

mented by new mobility options, such as a bus route 

that will connect key locations such as the Papieri site 

and the Bösch working area directly via the UCH. In 

Cham, converting the railway station will enable a 

new regional stop in the future in order to manage 

commuter flows more efficiently. At the same time, 

we are continuing to invest in the expansion of cycle 

paths and modern parking solutions. 

And what about real estate development? 

Georges Helfenstein: Städtler Allmend shows how we 

combine working, shopping, and leisure. The Papieri 

site in Cham is a flagship project – a vibrant urban 

neighbourhood for living, working, and community 

life. The Pavatex site is also planned to offer diverse 

housing options and educational facilities. As muni-

cipalities, we must ensure that affordable housing 

is also created. New infrastructure for workplaces, 

including public transport connections and additional 

parking facilities, are being developed in the Bösch 

work area. And the Moosmatt area is also being mo-

dernised to offer companies sustainable conditions 

for the future.

What role does infrastructure play in this? 

Peter Hausherr: In Rotkreuz, we are reshaping the 

centre with a focus on education, community 

interaction, services, and mobility. A new municipal 

building complex and a new cantonal school will 

enhance the area and bring fresh momentum. 

Georges Helfenstein: In Cham, we are pursuing a low-

car centre that improves quality of life for people. 

The local planning revision, which will be put to the 

electorate in 2025, also provides the strategic foun-

dation for this – with clear guidelines for settlement, 

mobility, and infrastructure. 

What are the limits to growth? 

Georges Helfenstein: Growth is not an end in itself – 

it is a challenge that must be addressed responsibly. 

We need to use existing areas intelligently and com-

bine ecological, social, and economic aspects when 

planning new developments. For example, flexible 

mixed-use commercial zones with good accessibility.  

Peter Hausherr: This also means that municipalities 

have to act with foresight. Only those that plan early 

can actively shape change. 

How is it possible to keep an eye on overriding 

interests? 

Peter Hausherr: Only together. Many projects go 

beyond the capacity of any one municipality. Coope-

ration with neighbours, the canton, and the business 

community is crucial. 

Georges Helfenstein: The ZUGWEST business asso-

ciation plays a central role in this. It brings together 

players from politics, business and commerce – and 

thus helps pool resources and leverage synergies. 

“
THE MUNICIPALITIES ARE PURSUING 
COORDINATED, SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT. 

“
ONLY THOSE WHO PLAN EARLY  
CAN ACTIVELY SHAPE CHANGE. 



OVERVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS  
IN THE ZUGWEST REGION

	 A	 Cham-Hünenberg bypass UCH, 2027/2028 
The Cham-Hünenberg bypass (UCH) is an indispensable part of cantonal transport planning. It relieves the burden 

of through traffic, upgrades living and economic areas, and improves mobility for all road users. The route runs 

parallel to the A4 freeway and requires minimal land of land. The groundbreaking ceremony took place on 1 July 

2022. The bypass is scheduled to open in 2027. 

	 B	 SBB railway project: Zimmerberg Base Tunnel II, expansion stage 2035
The Zimmerberg Base Tunnel II (ZBT2) brings the economic areas of Zurich and Zug/Lucerne/Central Switzerland 

closer together. It enables better, faster, and more frequent connections between Lucerne, Rotkreuz, Zug, and 

Zurich. SBB is currently preparing a feasibility study to establish a reliable basis for project planning.

	 C	 Rotkreuz station mobility hub, 2031 
The planned expansion of the Zimmerberg Base Tunnel II will improve the frequency and quality of public trans-

port services in Rotkreuz and the entire region. Therefore, SBB intends to renew and modernise the Rotkreuz 

station. Transferring between the various means of transport will become barrier-free and a more comfortable 

and safe experience for all travellers. Instead of the old station building, SBB is planning a high-rise building 

and two other buildings. Residential units, commercial spaces, and a rail service center will be developed, with 

a total maximum usable floor area of 23,200 m². Public-oriented uses are planned for the ground floor. The 

necessary development plan was approved by the voters of Risch in March 2023. In the meantime, the project 

competition has been held.

	 D	 Rotkreuz centre design, new Dorfmatt centre and sports park area, 2032   
With the SBB planning to renovate the railway station, the municipality of Risch has a unique opportunity to 

strengthen the centre of Rotkreuz, create a place that fosters identity, and optimally utilise synergies between the 

development partners. The municipality is constructing a new building to replace the Zentrum Dorfmatt, which 

will include halls, service areas, office spaces for the administration, and approximately 60 apartments. At the same 

time, Dorfmattplatz will be upgraded to create an attractive place for the community. Additionally, a new, efficient 

bus terminal is planned that will comply with the requirements of the Disability Equality Act. The winning project 

of the design competition was presented to the public in June 2025. The sports park building and surrounding 

sports facilities will also be redesigned, and the outdoor swimming pool building will be upgraded. Due to the cons-

truction of the new cantonal school, the existing sports park must be relocated. The new building will be selected 

through an ongoing design competition, with the winning project expected to be announced by the end of 2026.   

	 E	 New Cantonal School Rotkreuz, 2031  
From among several possible proposals, the government council Zug has chosen Rotkreuz as the site for a new 

cantonal school. Until the new building is completed, the cantonal school will start operating in temporary 

premises in Suurstoffi for the 2025/26 school year. The new building will provide space for up to 880 pupils and 

include a quadruple sports hall, fitness and gymnastics rooms, and a music school. The planning will be closely 

coordinated with the new design for the centre of Rotkreuz. 

	 F	 Development Städtler Allmend area, Cham 
The Städtler Allmend area is a commercial zone in a prominent location between the Alpenblick intersection and 

the Zugerland shopping centre. The Hinterberg Süd area to the south will become a new, vibrant and well-con-

nected place of work and shopping. The winning project from the competition envisages a well-thought-out urban 

development solution with attractive buildings and well-designed outdoor spaces. In June 2024, the population 

approved the partial revision of the high-rise areas and the Hinterbergstrasse Süd development plan. The develop-

ment plan was approved in April 2025.

|  11  |  
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G	 Cham station mobility hub

At Cham railway station, there are plans to convert the 

bus station to make it suitable for disabled passengers 

and to extend the platform areas. This is necessary to 

enable a Regioexpress stop. There is also a need to 

adapt the public facilities. The SBB and the municipality 

of Cham are examining a feasibility study to define the 

acceptable maximum density of a future development. 

This will take into account accessibility as well as the 

traffic and spatial requirements of the entire mobility hub. 

As the municipality of Cham is also planning a new bus station, 

a holistic view is crucial. The next step is to draw up the plan-

ning agreement between the municipality and SBB.

H	 Highway connection Rotkreuz-Süd
With a half connection to the A4 at Buonaserstrasse over a longer time frame and a bypass at 

the Forren traffic circle, pressure on the existing Rotkreuz connection as well as Chamerstrasse 

and Holzhäusernstrasse will be relieved.

	 I	 Development working area Bösch, Hünenberg 
The Bösch work area will be made more attractive. The realisation horizon extends over the next  

10–15 years. By redesigning and improving the infrastructure, the aim is to create a better quality 

of life in Bösch. The first stage of redesigning the ring road and central axis is currently being plan-

ned. The focus is on improving the entrance from Holzhäusernstrasse and the clarity of the street 

by reducing the number of bus stops to two and relocating them to the central axis of the area. 

	 J	 Moosmatt working area, Hünenberg 
The Moosmatt working area at the north-eastern entrance to the village will be developed and 

upgraded. As part of the local planning revision, the increase in utilisation should create potential 

for redensification. 

	 K	 Overall development Papieri Cham 
The Papieri district was officially inaugurated in 2022, and the first flats and commercial spaces were occupied. 

Further flats and commercial spaces are in the process of being built. Over 3,000 people will one day live and work 

on the 10-hectare site, not only in completely new buildings, but also in the historic buildings of the former paper 

mill. The mix of flats, lofts, workplaces, open spaces, green areas, and public-oriented uses will make the quarter an 

excellent place to live. The entire energy supply of the area is based on renewable energy and is CO2-neutral.

	 L	 Site development Pavatex Süd Cham 
In a joint planning process, the municipality of Cham and the landowner Cham Group want to develop the 

currently undeveloped 18,900 m2 Pavatex Süd site in the north of Cham from an industrial area into a mixed 

neighbourhood with residential and subordinate commercial use. A new school building is also planned to 

provide urgently needed school space in Cham.
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With the Bahnhof Süd site, SBB and its partners are developing a future-oriented district around the train 

station. What opportunities does this create for living, working, and mobility? Located directly at the station, 

the Bahnhof Süd site has the potential to make an impact beyond its immediate location. SBB is planning a 

versatile, mixed-use district that combines modern mobility, housing, and workplaces in a new urban de-

velopment context. David Gianinazzi, overall project manager SBB Immobilien Development Anlageobjekte, 

shares insights into the significance of this project for the region’s future. 

ZUGWEST: What is the broader importance of the 

Bahnhof Süd project for the entire region? 

David Gianinazzi: We are implementing this project 

along a fast-growing development and mobility cor-

ridor in Central Switzerland. SBB is creating urgently 

needed housing and workspace – without additional 

land consumption. At the same time, we are streng-

thening Rotkreuz station as a mobility hub, which has 

a far-reaching impact beyond the site itself.

What impulses will the site generate for the residen-

tial and work location? Will the project help bring 

these two uses closer together?

Absolutely. We aim for short distances, which is essen-

tial today. Living, working, shopping – everything close 

to the station. Anyone who lives or works here will 

naturally use public transport. That, in turn, boosts 

service demand – a positive cycle that benefits 

everyone.

INTERVIEW

 BAHNHOF SÜD:  
 A PROJECT WITH VISION 
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The site is directly adjacent to the station – how 

will this location be used to promote new mobility 

solutions? And how does the project support public 

and soft mobility?

We can design and plan holistically – bringing 

together what belongs together. The proximity to 

the station allows for optimal integration of ecolo-

gical mobility options – on foot, by bike, or public 

transport. We place particular emphasis on intuitive, 

convenient pathways, plenty of bike parking, and a 

strong shared mobility offering.

Looking to the future: what makes the Bahnhof 

Süd site particularly future-proof – regarding sus-

tainability, usage flexibility, or social change?

We’re building according to the SNBS Gold Standard, 

focusing on renewable energy and setting clear guide-

lines for CO2 emissions. But the area is also 

future-proof because it supports a diverse, flexible mix 

of uses – offices, services, retail, and dining. The same 

applies to the housing: it caters to various life stages 

and lifestyles, including affordable living options.

Have there been challenges in the planning process 

that have been especially instructive – whether in 

planning, communication, or coordination?

We’re planning in a highly prominent location. Natur-

ally, such projects touch on a wide range of interests. 

That’s something we’re well aware of. Still, each new 

project reinforces the same truth: viable development 

only comes through dialogue – with the municipali-

ty, policymakers, and the public. That takes time and 

mutual understanding. But it’s exactly this process that 

makes a project strong in the end. 

What are the next concrete milestones the project 

team is targeting – and what can local residents and 

businesses look forward to?

Right now, we’re refining the winning design toge-

ther with the planning team. Next, we’ll develop the 

construction project. If everything goes according 

to plan, construction will begin in 2028. From 2030 

onwards, the people of Risch and all travelers can look 

forward to a vibrant district with new housing, work-

places, and high-quality public spaces.

“
WE CAN DESIGN AND PLAN HO-
LISTICALLY – BRINGING TOGETHER 
WHAT BELONGS TOGETHER. 

About:  
David Gianinazzi is a site and real estate developer  
at the SBB 
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About: : 
Renate Huwyler is the Mayor  
of Hünenberg 

Renate Huwyler, Mayor of Hünenberg, talks about 

the values that define the location – and why listen-

ing, foresight, and cooperation are key to ensuring 

the region remains attractive in the future. 

ZUGWEST: The new regional portrait speaks of a 

region with substance and perspective. What does 

that mean to you? 

Renate Huwyler: We stand on a solid foundation – 

with a strong economic structure, high quality of life, 

and committed municipalities. At the same time, we 

continuously invest in forward-looking projects like 

renewable energy, new mobility solutions, and inno-

vative education offerings. What matters is keeping 

the bigger picture in mind: sustainable growth that 

connects generations.

Economic freedom is often seen as a key location 

factor. Where do you see the role of municipalities in 

that context?

Freedom doesn’t mean the absence of structure. We 

create a framework that enables entrepreneurial 

freedom while also maintaining balance – between 

growth and the environment, between business and 

the population. Municipalities play a central role as 

enablers and shapers with clear vision and responsi 

bility. It‘s not about letting development happen by 

chance – it‘s about guiding it purposefully.

How important is cooperation among the municipalities?

Extremely important. Our municipalities maintain a 

close exchange – whether in traffic projects, spatial 

planning, or business development. Working together 

allows us to tackle challenges more effectively and 

leverage synergies. The success of our region depends 

on acting as a team and thinking beyond municipal 

boundaries.

How do you ensure continued quality as a business 

location?

We strive to continuously improve what’s already in 

place – whether in infrastructure, sustainability, or 

collaboration with businesses. At the same time, we 

listen carefully: Regular dialogue with companies, 

institutions, and the public is essential for targeted 

action. That’s how we identify needs early on and 

respond proactively to change.

What is your wish for the region’s future?

That we continue our spirit of cooperation. Our 

strength lies in the interaction between munici-

palities, the economy, and the population. If we 

continue this dialogue and take joint responsibility, 

I’m convinced our region will remain a driving force 

for sustainable development.

INTERVIEW

 “GROWING WITH FORESIGHT“  

The ZUGWEST regional portrait 2024/25 paints a powerful picture of the region – grounded in economic strength 

and social foresight. Cham, Hünenberg, and Risch rank among the most economically dynamic and most liveable 

municipalities in Switzerland. The current regional portrait shows why – with facts and a clear message: Here, 

the balance is right between dynamism and quality of life, economic freedom and responsible structures. 
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After exploring the tension between freedom and 

boundaries in a regional context at the spring 

event, our focus this autumn shifts to entrepre-

neurial perspectives, challenges, and opportunities. 

What kind of freedom do businesses need to grow 

and innovate? Where do the market, regulations, 

or society rightly set boundaries?  

The date can already be reserved via the ZUGWEST 

website, further information and the registration 

option will follow shortly before the event as 

always.  

Wednesday 28 October 2025, 

HSLU Rotkreuz

WANTED: PROPERTY POTENTIAL IN THE REGION 

In the ZUGWEST economic region, few properties for rent or sale are currently advertised on the 

regular property portals. Thus, property potential such as land or buildings that will come onto the 

market later as well as utilisation reserves, rezoning, and development opportunities are not visible. 

The Association of the Economic Region of ZUGWEST has created an information pool for these 

property potentials to support interested companies in their search for property offers and owners 

in finding tenants, buyers, or co-investors. 

Are you interested in brokering your own property potential, or are you looking for properties and 

plots of land? The ZUGWEST office will be happy to help: welcome@zugwest.com. 

FREEDOM VS BOUNDARIES – WHAT DRIVES BUSINESSES FORWARD 

 AUTUMN EVENT  
 AND MEMBER ORIENTATION 2025 

DON’T MISS OUT:

Look forward to these inspiring events: 

•  ZUGWEST Spotlight Porsche Center Zug – Tuesday 11 November 2025 

•  Spring event 2026 – Wednesday 8 April 2026 

•  Economic outlook – Wednesday 2 September 2026 

•  Autumn event and member orientation 2026 – Wednesday 28 October 2026

DON’T MISS OUT – UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2025 AND 2026
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Office Association of the economic region of ZUGWEST
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THE PLACE TO BE

Office Association of the Economic Region  
of ZUGWEST 

In the ZUGWEST economic region, the municipalities of Cham, 

Hünenberg, and Risch work together to cultivate a strong economy. 

As the business organization in the canton of Zug, ZUGWEST makes 

greater use of co-operation with other regional and cantonal insti-

tutions. In the association, business, politics, and administration are 

committed to the ongoing improvement of the framework conditions 

for everyone in the region.  

Members: 763 people, 491 companies (as of June 2025)

Board of Directors:  

Georges Helfenstein	 President of the Association, Mayor of Cham

Renate Huwyler	 Vice-President and Head of the Regional Commission,  

	 Mayor of Hünenberg

Peter Hausherr 	 Finance, Mayor of Risch

Pascal Meyer	 Representative of the Economic Commission, 

	 Head of Site Strategy & Projects, Roche

Our strategic goals 
•	 Appearance as a strong economic and labour region 

•	 Networking and activation of municipalities and companies  

This is what the association has achieved to date: 
•	 High acceptance in municipal politics and business 

•	 Good positioning with an optimal mix of sectors 

•	 Second-largest network platform in the canton of Zug (fastest-growing economic organisation in 

Switzerland) 

•	 Institutionalisation of regional co-operation between the municipalities 

•	 Intensified dialogue between municipalities and the business community 

 THE STRONGEST REGIONAL NETWORKING PLATFORM 
ASSOCIATION OF THE ECONOMIC REGION OF ZUGWEST 

Gemeinden und Wirtschaft – gemeinsam stark.


